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the city walls. In this construction of a canal Na-
bopolassar was following the ancient precedents of
Babylonian kings from the days of Hammurabi
onward. In the third of these inscriptions ' he is
called both king of Babylon and king of Sumer
and Accad, and in it he gives an account of the
rebuilding of a temple of Bel it at Sippar. The
reign of Nabopolassar was not so peaceful as these
fragments might seem to indicate. lie was not so
absorbed in the building of temples and canals
during the whole of his reign. He had indeed a
delicate and difficult game of politics to play, in
order that he should not be wheedled out of his
gains by the quick-witted Assyrians, nor unseated
from the tottering throne by a crafty prince of
some Chaldean tribe. lie had also to fight a se-
vere fight against Egypt in order to save the bor-
ders of his empire,

Egypt had now again become one of the world's
chief powers. The methods pursued by Psani-
metichus I by which he had carried Egypt to a
position almost as lofty as that occupied in the
glorious days of Thutmo&is III and Rameses II
were carried still further by his son and successor,
Necho II. But a short time had elapsed since
Egypt was governed by Assyrians, but now the
Egyptians began to hope to participate in the di-
vision of Assyrian plunder which must soon come,
In 609 it was already plain to Necho that Assyria
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